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GINö- DRINK ERS 


Great-Britain and Ireland. 


00 whom could I ſo properly apply for the 
WI 74 Patronage of this ſmall Poem, as to Don, 
wbo are the open and avow'd Admirers of 

= that noble Liquor which is the Subject 
thereof ? Or who can more effettually ſhelter me from 
the tremendous Attacks of the Criticks, than You, who 
live in open Defiance of all moral Criticks, that daily 
cenſure your Attions, and yet are neither wiſer nor 
better than yourſelves ; and eſpecially as you have 
Courage enough to knock down any One that condemns 
what you practiſe or approve ? 
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This Work was occaſioned by our wiſe Senate's al- 
lowing of Liquors Compound of Engliſh Spirits, 
and repealing a former pernicious Law, which pro- 
hibited their Uſe ; or, at leaft, obliged us to ſeek 
for them at Phyſical Shops, and purchaſe them at a 
dear Rate: A Scheme ſet on foot by ſome pretended 
Reformers, who, under a Pretence of making Man- 
kind more Sober, expoſed half the Nation to Melan- 
choly, or to be killed by Gripes and Cholicks : ad 
Experiment ! which even, if prafticable, and Sobriety 
is in it ſelf a Virtne, would loſe that Duality, be- 
ing procured by Compulſion; and, as we are a free 
People, I dare believe you will all agree with me, 
that it is a Kind of Tyranny, to be obliged either to keep 
Sober, or get Drunk. <p 


J have pretty largely expatiated on the Sovereign 
Virtues of Royal Gin, but it is a Subject inexhauſta- 
ble, and there are many more Effects proceeding from 
it; even all and more than what Horace Bas hinted 
at, who was certainly a good drinking Companion, 
baving ſcattered many Encomiums in Praiſe there- 
of : Numberleſs, indeed, are the Lays that have been 
writ in Praiſe of Wine, which, however meritorious, 
bas little Relation to you, who are debarr'd its Uſe; 
Gin is within your Reach, and you all know her 
Worth; Does not ſhe fill you with Courage, remove 
all Ills, or abate their Terrors? Are any of you in the 
Conjugal State, Does not a ſocial Glaſs revive your 
firſt Love * Or, if taken ſeparately, make the Dread 
of a froward Husband, or a termagant Wife, vaniſh 
into nothing She gives you too a Spirit of Wit, as 
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well as Courage, For what Societies abound with more 
Jokes and Repartees than yours * And to your Praiſe 
be it - ſpoken, I have obſerved more Wit, Humour, and 


Satire in your Converſation, than in that of many 
Beaux and Belles over their infipid Tea, a Liquor 
that ſeems only tending to fink the Spirits, and pro- 
mote Scandal and Ill-nature. — But I muſt let that 
drop, having been told, that Tea does in ſome meaſure 
occaſion the drinking of Gin, many flying to her for 
Cure of the Vapours and Spleen; yet I cannot look 

f 


upon ſuch as true Gin-Drinkers, wwho take the Benefit 

of her Cordial Drops, but ungratefully diſown the 

Bounty, locking her up in Cloſets ; and if. ever they 

own the drinking of any, will have it to be Hol- 

__ Gin, though the Engliſh abounds with equal. 
irtues. | 


I have very carefully inquired in what happy ra 
Gin was firſt known to England, which I find to be 
about forty Nears ago, during the Wars in Flanders; 
and has advanced its Progreſs ever fince ; which ſeems 
to intimate, that a good deal of the Engliſh Courage 
was owing to the Effects of Gin, and that therefore tis 
a vulgar Error to impute it to Beef and Pudding, 
which, though uſeful to ſupport the Body, there muſt 
be ſomething more Noble to elevate the Spirits ; and as, 
during the laſt War, England had ſuch a Torrent of 
Succeſs, as ſcarce ever attended any Nation, let our 
Neighbours take Care how they provoke us again; ſor 
as wwe are now more plentifully ſtored with Gin, and it 
is more univerſally drank; they may perhaps doubly feel 
the Hffects thereof. 


I cannot 
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I cannot forbear to obviate one Objeftion, which I 
have heard made by ſome Zealous Perſons againſt Ge- 
neva, as being a fanatical Liquor, and ſo called from 
the Town which bears that Name; which is another 
vulgar Error, the proper Name being Genevre, the 
French Nord for Juniper, and the Liquor being of our 
own Produce, muſt be as Orthodox, or rather more, 
than the Wine, Brandy, Rum, or Arrack, which 
comes from Popiſh, Mahometan, or Pagan Countries: 
Beſides, Experience daily ſhews, that it is not You who 
diſturb the Peace of either Church or State; No, no, 
my drinking Friends, it is not Ton, but the Sober 
thinking People, who are meſ dangerous to both ; You 
form no Plots or Schemes to the Prejudice of either, and 
are as Loyal and Orthodox as thoſe who talk moſt loudly 
on thoſe Subjects. 


I am ver) ſenfible, after all, it will be objected, that 
this Poem may be taken in an Ironic or Sarcaſtic Senſe, 
andi is rather a Satire than a Panegyrick: But I dare 
appeal to you, my Patrons, whether you have not often 
experienced what I have afſerted to be literally true. If 
any be diſpoſed to put another Conſtruction upon it, they 
are very welcome ; for, as to my own Part, I am ready 
to believe, that this little Piece will have much the 
ſame Effect, as moſt other Diſcourſes, either Exborta- 
tory or Neclamatory, whether from the Preſs, the Pul- 
pit, the Bar, or in the Senate, which, bowever Ex- 
cellent, have little Influence on Mankind; for which 
Reaſon, in whatever Senſe this Poem is taken, I do not 
think that either one Dram, more or leſs, will be drank 
on Account thereof: However, I have the Satisfaction 


1 of 


LF 3 


of being the firſt that ever addreſſed you as Patrons, in 
which none can ſuſpett I had Intereſt in View, as I do 
not ſo much as expect the Reward of a fingle Dram: I 
take it for granted that you diſdain the mean Cuſtom of 
Flattery, and ſhall therefore conclude with wiſhing 
that you may never want the comfortable Succour o 


a Dram upon all proper Occaſions : Being, with all 
due Reſpect, h 


Your Fellow-Drinker, 


* 


And Humble Servant, 


BD 
STEPHEN BUCK. 
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8 LESS D be the Man ! for ever bleſs d his 
. | - | [Name L 
RR Whoſe Patriot Zeal excited him to move 


rue Britiſb Senate to reverſe that Law, 
1 925 5 | | ay 
Jo baneſul, as its Force all Compound 
And Gin; the beſt, deſtroy d: Now 


Since ſhe revives; on her attendant wait 


let us 


mile 
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Clove, Cinamon, and Annis, Cordial all, 


But Gin more Cordial, moſt profuſely good. 


O Sovereign Dram | How ſhall I ſpeak thy Praiſe : 
Unequal to the Task, if not inſpir'd 


By thy invigorating Drops, whoſe Heat 
Can in unlearned Minds raiſe Thoughts ſublime. 


Tis Thou, that beſt diſpel'ft all human Woe, 
For meagre Want, with all her frightful Train 
Of Hunger, Thirſt, Sickneſs, and Pain itſelf, 


From thee promiſcuous fly, like heavy Miſts 

Before the Morning Sun : The Winter's Cold, 

Bleak Winds, Froſt, Snow, and Rain, loſe all their Force 
in thy bleſs d Preſence; and the Body warm'd 


By thy puiſſant Drops, is more ſecure 

Than wrap'd in Wool, or Silks, or ſofteſt Furs. 
Inebriate by thee, the Captive Wretch 

Forgets Confinement, ſhudders not to hear 


Claſhing of Chains, nor Clink of Fetters dire. 
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The Laſh of Whips, Gibbets, and fiery Brands 
Oppos d by thee, impending Terrors loſe. 
Diffuſive is thy Good to all Mankind 

As Air, or Water; ſor the loweſt Rank 

Of Mortals can with Eaſe enjoy thy Charms, 
Nor Mendicants, nor Slaves are from thee bart d. 


By thee the Paſſions that perplex the Mind 
Are ſoften d, or ſubdud; Fear ſoon retires, 
Hope centers but in thee, and Love alone 
Reigns at the Gin-Shop with deſpotic Sway; 
Not curb'd by Parents Rule or Av' rice vile, 
For here both Nymphs and Swains with Hearts elate, 
Quaff Nectar ſmiling, though in Rags they ſmile ; 
And laugh at Wretches that in gilded Cars 
Triumphant ride, but with dejected Hearts. 
Here no Ambition, nor diſtracting Cares 32421 
For fleeting Riches, ever dare approach, 
But joyous all tranſmit the circling Glaſs. 
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Say, Muſe — for thou with Pleaſure haſt beheld 
Gm's vaſt Effects, before the Morning Sun 


Has roſe to warm, and bleſs this weſtern World; 


When Females, Old and Young, who daily vend 
Herbs, Fruits, and Roots, or Fiſh of various Kinds, 
| In Shells invelop d, or bedeck d with Scales, 
Up riſe with eager haſt, and, ſoon array d, 
Proceed to purchaſe thoſe Supplies of Life ; 


| For Oh what Joy ! when their keen Eyes explore 


| Some hoſpitable Shop. with open Doors, 

| Whoſe Guardian vigilant, has ſhook off Sleep, 
| To deal his Drams to this Itin'rant Tribe: 
And if upon ſome friendly Bulk they ſpy 


Slices of Bread, replete with Spices ſtrong, 

| Concomitant of G in, their Joy's compleat: 

Chear'd with theſe Viands rich, to Market they 

| Jocund proceed, fearleſs of Dangers all 

From noxious Damps, dire Bewls,-oriCriſh of Carts: 


Their Contracts made, from Street to Street they ſtroll, 


SCarce 
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Scarce conſcious of the pond'rous Loads they bear, 
And their ſhrill Pipes ſalute the waking World. 


View next in Chelſea's ever-pleaſing Walks, 
Or thoſe at Greenwich, where the lofty Domes 


Magnific riſe ; great Glory of our Iſle! 

The hardy Veterans, whoſe hoſtile Flames 

Have long ſecurely ſlept, and all their Cares 

Only employ'd to cat, and drink or ſmoke ; 

'Till warm'd with Gin, their vital Spirits riſe, 
And they with Pleaſure tell their paſt Exploits, 
When horrid War rag'd both on Sea and Shore, 
And at a Hogue the Gallic Fleets aſpir d 

To rule the Main, as their proud Prince the Land ; 
But their vain Schemes and Ships together ſunk. 


The Soldier too, if wich G's Ardour fir d, 
Relates the Glories of his youthful Days, 
Vhen at fam'd Hocx8TET and RAMELIA's Plains, 


The Britons bold routed their haughty Foes, 
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And Thouſands fell Victims to mad Ambition: 
"Tis then thoſe glorious Scenes riſe freſh to View, 


Apain they ſee the Gallic Troops impell'd 

By Force impetuous of Britiſh Arms, 

Plunge into Danube's Floods to riſe no more: 
Thus Conqueſt is renew'd ; all painful Wounds, 
The Limbs which from their Trunks robuſt were torr, 
And Ape it (elf, are in Oblivion loſt. 


What can impart ſuch Solace to Mankind, 
As this moſt pow'rful Dram, which levels all 
The diff rent Ranks in this unequal World 
The poor Plebeian, elevate by Gin, 

Fancies himſelf a King, or happy more; 

Crowns, Maces, Stars, with Garters azure, red, 
Or verdant, he contemns „as Gewgaws mean; 
Derides the Politician 's anxious Thoughts, 

But more the Miſer's avaricious Cares, 

Amaſſing Wealth, yet never taſtes Fruition : 

He dreads no Taxes, not EXCISE it ſelf, 


[ 15 ] 
Chimera horrible to Britiſh Eyes! 
Fill but the Glaſs, and all his Joys are fall. 


Not leſs ſalubrious for corporeal Pains 
Is Juniper, whoſe diuretic Force 
Expels Stone, Gravel, or the Wind pent up 
In Cavities internal, which breaks forth 


In fetid Guſts, like an Eruption ſtrong, 


From a Vulcano, or Diſcharge of Gun : 
Vapours and Spleen, real or imaginary, 

Fatal Effects of Zea, evap rate ſoon 

On Gir s Approach, and joyful Mirth ſucceeds. 


Now ſee, the lucid Liquor fil the Glaſs! 
Clear as pure Water from the limpid Spring ; 
And to exhilerate the Spirits ſunk, 


Rivals all Arrack, Rum, or Brandy ſtrong. 
Tokay, Champaign, nor rich Burgundian Wine, 
With Gin can vye ; her Virtue theirs tranſcends, 


Her Force flupendous, and her Charms the ſame : 
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Ve 2 then, attentive-hear,- * 0-7 
= mult revel, let your Choice be 2 
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F Auen don exhauſts the Purſe, and Ale or Aer 
en your Bodies jato' Hogſheads wide, | d +7) 
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